^'%rtin's decided to apologize to ^ 
hi^.j^financial settlei i^ t he acceptedy frather'th^^ 
wliat could i^iappen to it on appeal if any judge was outraged by publisher and 
aut/^or outrageous behaviorj-^ 

There liad been depositions, the tald.ng of tT:stimc;»y testimony under oath 

u not in the coutrtroom, Gary fftfck, who is'^chivist of the ^ficial 

hallas assassination museum and archive known as and located on The Sixth 

i'’loor, is~^one of those who saw the ^onson filmi/of the actual assassination^ 

after I learned about them in C.a.78-0522. The Dallas FBI had, literally, kept 

knowledge of Bronson's still aiid motion pict^JJI^ FBI headquarters. Bronson's 

^s are in tliat arcliive. Plack testfie^as liad and as I liad told Donaliue, 

^ the existing films prove tliat what ^onahue had cooked up was an absolute 
impossibility, 

Hus testimony would, of course, liave been before the judges of the appeals 
court if St. i'iartins had not settled the case. 

Tiie most complete account tliat was published of which Tloiow is the Baltimore 
Be stfiiry tiiat follows. The i%rk Zaid referred to was co-counsel with^ (esar,"^^ 
who had been my lawyer in -^^ F0I4 lawsuits. In the sto^ the Sun used a 
quotation of Zaid as a subheading, (insert italicized subhead where it will seegi OK) 










Lawsuit IS settled 



&cret Service agent 



15ook?;Iajrrie(l jilan 
. luxidentsilly fired bullet 
that killed Kennedy 



I 

BV MiCHAKI, 

>Vjf»rAr;> 



A retired U.5. Secret Berrlce 
agent has been paid an undis- 
closed sum or money by the pub- 
Bshera of a bock that claimed ha 
fired the bultcfc that killed Presi- 
dent ,tohn T. Kennedy, an allega- 
tion that prompted the agent to 
sue. ■ 

The obscure book, "Mortal Er- 
ror: The Shot mat Killed JFK.” 
dlfllined that George W, Hickey Jr. 

• tllpped during the confusion on 

• Nov. 22. ll?03. and accidentally 
•pulled the trigger or his high-pow- 
ered AH -15 rifle. Kennedy, accord- , 
Ihg toMisPOUri-based authorBon- 
fer Menolnger, was hit In the head 
by the bullet, . 

Hickey, who JWes In Abingdon, 
.•filed a Jibe) suit In U.S. Dbtrlpt 
•Court In Baltimore. He has re- 
.celved -a confidential ftionetary 
riettlementln the case, according 
'to attorneys representing HfcKey 
and 5t. Martin's Frcsa.wbichpub- 

Ilshcd the book. 

• "We're very satisfied with the 
•SielUenient,” said Mark 8. bald, 
Hickey’s attorney In “Washington, 
•who called the book’s Claims “rl- 
■plculolis.'' 

Tp' think thgt someone comd 
have fired an Att-Ifi rifle on that 
day and that no one would have 
•noticEd, ofthe hundreds of people 
that were watching on either side' 
Kif the street. Just bends the imagi- 
nation,'' zald said. 

Datl'd N. Kaye, chief attorney 
■for St. Martin's, said yesterday 
that the book- “never said Mr. 
■Hlckcy did anything wrong" and 
Instead portrayed his role in “a 
•tragicaccldenL” 

■* • The decision to settle the case 
iWaif made because Taivyers are 
rexpeoslve and we have no quarrel 
"wl til Mr. H Ickcy ." Kaya said. 

•- John Sargent, chief eiteowtlva 
■officer of St. MEu-tln’a imass, re- 
■xjewtJy sent a letter to Hickey say- ' 
Ing the book 'was In no way meant 
•ns a criticism of you.'... We know of 
•ho Information that denigrates 
yoUr dedication to the • Secret 
•^rvlce, ^’resident John P. Kenaa- 
dy or this country." 

Bt. Martin’s ibnded off the Uti- 
Eation In September, when a U.S. 
district Court Judge ^wnlssed the 
suit, ruling that Hickey bad w^ted 
too long to sue. The b ook was pub- 
■ lUbed In February 19B2. and'ttlck- 
cy sued April 21. 1D05, exceedUig 
Mnrylaod's one-ye«r statute of 
ttmltaf.lon.'! for dommdtlon claims. 

y.aW appenled Uie case, Inleudt- 



‘Tg think that someone- 
, covidimve fired an AR^-15 
rifieon thatda^aml^uit 
noomwoiddkamno- . 
Heed, ofthe hundreds of" . 
people that were watek- 
iim on either side qf the 
Street, Just bends the 
hnaguiaJtion , " 

Marks.. I5ald[,oftor7icyJbr^r- . 
ster Secret Service vgenl 

tag to argue that other book sell- 
er? have republtshed Mchnlngeria 
allegations In reference works and 
encyclopedias. Zald argued that 
the original publisher Should be 
held liable for repubUcatlon. 

The settlement was reached 
beftjre paperwork was filed with 
the 4th Qrcuit Court ofAppeals. 

•On the day of the assasslaatton, 
Hickey was a 40-ytar-old -Secret 
Sendee agent assigned to Kenne- 
dy's Pallas motorcade. Mennlnger 
wtoiE that Hickey grabbed an Alt- 
16 BSsault )dOe alter l.ee Hatvey 
Oswald fired at Kennedy and that 
Hickey's rifle discharged when the 
car hfl was tiding in, behind Ken- 
nedy’s, changed speed. 

Mennlnger couldn’t be reached 
last night. Hickey, through hia 
lawyer, refiised to be Interviewed. 
He retired In good Standing fiom 
thfi flecret 8errice In 197 1. 







The publicity over the lavrsuit v;as good for Hickey's good name and must 
certainly be that for his family. 



Hickey is in a nui’sing home. The indications are tiiat he \^ill remain 

there. 

The tragedy of trds tragic, ugl^ inexcusable book characterizes the net 
result of all that has bee done and >1111 be done by those who regard tiiemselves 
as Perry f^sons or ^^lerlock ■^olmes reborn. 

In any responsible examiiiation of the assassination the initial and the 



minimum essential is an understaiiding o#=fch»t of the offical evidence t^at is 

fact^^^dhiot”made up or wliat lias been praised by calling it "theory,” 

Without a grasp of the actual, t'le real official evidence it is not j/S& 

\ u- 

possible to \ rite responsibly about the assassination, 

A.S tliat sick ego of Howard -^onaliue makes clear all over again. 

Like the others, he considered himself more brilliant and able to see what 
was not there to be seen. 

It was simply avrful fiction that had no basis in <fe>fact oi' even in 
reasonable conjecture and it hurt the lives of manj'' innocent people. 

In additi ^n to misleading and irdsajtforming all of those who read the trash 
and believed it, all those viho were influenced by the st. ■^■^artins promotional and 
advertising efforts. 

There is no substitute for fact and notliing is superior to truth. 





